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Temple Beth El of Augusta, Maine

embracing a spirit of community, lifelong Jewish learning, commitment to
inclusiveness, and active participation in Jewish life in Central Maine
antwork by Lenora Leibowitz
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From the desk of Rabbi Asch

A little more than six years ago when Chris and | visited Temple Beth El for the first time, we were told about
(and shown) how people came from all owentral Maineto be a part of this community. Theb application
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congregations describe themselves in a similar wayhat congregation wants to be unfriendly and cold? But

| soon realized thabur Templetruly means it.

After we moved here, | noticed a few unusual things about our congregation. For one thing, peailyiéke

to stay after services. In many places, tnegwill clear out within 30 minutes or so. Hemge enjoy arhour

of chatting, minimum. People areeguinely happy to see one another and catch up. Also, when we put out
the call for ashivah minyanpeople always answeWhetherwe knew the person who died or not, we show

up to offer comfort and to help makerainyanso that the bereaved can s&pddish That is a wonderful gift

we give to one another. People drive from miles away to come to this community. We call this place home,
whether we come almost every week or a few times a year.

Nowwe need our community more than evén the face of overwheling evil and tragedy,ikdness and
community may seem a small thimg but they are critically importantJust as faith groups and concerned
citizens have reached out to us in the past few days, we have been there for one another. Please know my
door is alvays open, and | am here for you whenever you want to talk.

As we comfort each other, there as®me concretesteps we can taken the face of such tragedy:

1. Educate ourselves

wAttend the Kristallnacht Ceremongt the Holocaust and Human Rights Center in Augusta on Fitlédy at

12:30. It will be an opportunity to hear from a Holocaust survivor and remember those killed in the Holocaust.
wAttend the showing oftéBig Sonia at the HHRC on Sunddy/4 at 2:30pn. It tells the story of a Holocaust
survivor.

wAttendthe CAJA G £ | NBI b S ¢ Islartaphybi Md@rkshop®RSardlay11/@,drom 3-5pm at

the TempleHatred of Muslims and hatred of Jews often go hamtiand.

2. Act

wTell the Augusta School Boarttd passthe proposeddaPolicy Accommodating Religious Beliefs and

Holidaya £Tle school board is currently considering the policy, thieg¢ need to see that it matters to the
community.We all can call the School Board members. Ve aan #&end the Policy Committee Meetinon
Monday, 11/5 at 7:30pm at Cony High School and the School Board Meatijednesday, 11/14t

7:00pm at the City Council Chambers. This policy will support religious minorities in our schools.
wVolunteer wth CANMP The shooter in Pittsburgh targeted the synagogue in part for its work with refugees
and the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS). Work with immigrants locally through CANMP.

wVote for candidates who support what you valug@ake a hard look at whaandidatessupportt thereare
anti-immigrant nationalists running for office, even rigtgrein our backyard



TBE Schedule: Novemben December

Services

Friday November 2

7:00pm Shabbat Service with Augusta communi

Friday November 16
6:00pm Shabbat Service
7:00pmPotluck dinner

Saturday November 17
9:00am Tot Shabbat

Saturday December 1
10:30am Shabbat Service
12:00pm. Kiddush lunch

Friday December 14
7:00pm Shabbat Service

Torah Study

SaturdayNovember 3
10:30am TorahStudy & Kiddush Lunch

SaturdayNovember 17
10:30am Torah Study & Kiddush Lunch

SaturdayDecember 8
10:30am Torah Study & Kiddush Lunch

SaturdayDecember 22
10:30am Torah Study & Kiddush Lunch

Hebrew School

SundayNovember 4, 9:30am
SundayNovember 11, 9:30am
SundayNovember 4, 9:30am

Sunday, November 25 NO HEBREW SCHOOI

SundayDecember 2, 9:30am
SundayDecember 9, 9:30am
SundayDecember 16, 9:30am

TBEACctivities

Thursday Novembend 5
5:30pm Soup & Study

Thursday, November 8
6:00pm TBE Board Meeting

Sunday, November 18
2:30pm Big Soniat HHRC

Wednesday, November 28
7:00pm Beth El in Action meeting

Sunday, December 2
15t night of Hanukkah/% candle

Wednesday, December 5
5:30pm Soup & Study

Friday, December 7
5:30pm TBE Hanukkah Party

Wednesday, December 12
5:00pm. TBE Book Club

Thursday, December 13
6:00pm. TBE Board Meeting

Tuesday, December 25
5:30-7:30pm TBE HoligieDinner

Interfaith Activities

Every Tuesday
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Thursday, November 8
11:00am Interfaith Study

Thursday, December 6
11:00am Interfaith Study

Sunday, December 23 NO HEBREW SCHOOI
Sunday, December 30 NO HEBREW SCHOOI
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Your Rabbi in Action!

The High Holidays are always a hectic time for a rgbbi
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TBE members at the opening of the Maine Jewish Histc
exhibit at the Maine State Mseum. She even found time
for laser tag with the Temple teens.




What 6s

Happening

at TBE

Assimilation:

What must we give and

give ug to be American?

Speakers: Rabbi Erica Asch
Bethashley Cajuste, ColByudent
6:30-8:30pmon Sunday, November 11th
ChaceForum at the Alfond Commons
Main StreetWaterville

Our past presidential election vealed a growing
segment of theAmericanpopulation that wants to
restrict immigrationt legal and illegat to retain
some sense of unifyingmericanculture. Their

desire raises several core questions about immigratid
and assimilationthat we will explore together.

Join us for a ondour, moderated conversation
including questions and answefollowing the
presentation, we will gather together in small groups
and discuss the issues of assimilation and immigratid

How to support TBE
at the end of the year

By HildieLipson, Treasurer

wSend in your Terumah contribution or pledge
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the Temple, and you get a tax deduction.

w ! 0 34Sy R Bi§ $obiat Waddaus and
HumanRights Center at UMA on Nov'1i the
afternoon. Mark your calendar.

w al1S | y24S8 {2 Lz
when preparing your legacy documents.
w CAfft dzLd I [/t ey
cans and drop off at Hannaford. Pragged
plastic bags available at the Temple.

w WSYSYOSNI I f20SR 2y
plaque in the synagogue.

w ! G03Sy Foup &8 Styd§Haréday,
Nov. 13h at 5:30.

w al1S |y
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Questions?all Nan at the Temple 62250, or
email me atHildie Lipson
(hildielipson@gmail.coi

Thank you!

Top Ten Things About Nathlelise
ShribnerOur New Rabbinic Intern

1. Natalie was borin Washington, D.C.

2. Natalie loves cats

3. Natalie moved to Pittsburgh at age Where she lived

until college

4. Natalie enjoys running

5. Natalie is a graduate of Bates College, class of.201.

6. Natalie loves being outside

7. Natalie is a fourttyear rabbinic student at HU@R in

Cincinnati

8. Natalie likes baking

9. Natalie $ from an interfaith background with a

Catholic mother and a Jewish father
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What 0s

Screening of Big

Sonia

SundayNovemberl8
2:30pm
HHRCMichaelKlahrCenter
46 UniversityDrive,Augusta

TBEj|n partnershipwith the HolocaustHuman
RightsCenter,will showBig Sonig a documentary
film that tells the story of SoniaWwarshawskia 90
yearold survivorof the Naziconcentrationcamps
who now livesoutside of Kansa<ity.Whenshewas
13, Soniawas arrestedat her homein Polandwith
her entire family. Beaten starvedand abused,Sonia
nonethelesssurvived.Latein life Soniadecidesthat
shemusttell her storyto counterextremistclaims
that the Holocaustvasa myth.

Much of Big Soniais devoted to the extraordinarily
movingspectacleof Soniaspeakingabouther
experience®n the radio, in schoolsandat prisons.
Theeffect of her quiet wordson her audiencess
enormous. At the sametime that Soniais doingthis
work and changinghe livesof others,sheis trying
to saveher tailor shopbusinessvhichhasbecome
the centerof her own life, andisthe laststore
standingin a mall that oncewasthriving but now
hasbecomea white elephant.

Inarecentreview,the SeattleTimeswrites,a C A {
with greatrespectand palpablelove for its subject,
Big Soniais one of thosedocumentarieghat seems
to bringits ownlight just like the woman at its
center. 4 stars out of 4.

Admission is free, although a small donation to
RSTNI & (i Kd&sts of furchakiigy@ha mwie
is requested.

Happening at TBE

Gardiner Latke Party

Sunday, Dec. 2
12pnm closing

W2AY dzi F2NJ DIF NRAYSH
at Two Gramps Brewery (266 Water Street,
Gardiner). A $10 entry fee includes a
steaming plate of latkes, homemade
applesauce, sour cream, asdfganiyot Hope
to see you theré




What 6s

Hanukkah is
coming & TBE i
ready to party!

December 7th @ 5:30pn

Come celebrate the festival of lights ¢
the Temple Beth El Hanukkah Party!
Whip up your best latkes and
applesauce for the latkes and
applesauce making contests (registe!
at the door) or see if you have what it

takes to winMensch Madnesgs:

second annal dreidel tournamentBe
therel

happeni ng at

Reigning
champ Jane
Ruben-Irish
will defend
her Dreidel
Crown at
0KA A&
Mensch
Madness.
Will you be
the one to
dethrone
her?
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TBE Book Club

WednesdayDecemberl 2
5:00pm

The Weight of Ink
by Rachel Kadish

Set in London of the 1660s and of the early twenty
first century,The Weight of Inks theinterwoven tale
of two women of remarkable intellect: Ester
Velasquez, ammigrant from Amsterdam who is
permitted to scribe for a blind rabbi, just before the
plague hits the city; and Helen Watt, an ailing
historian with a love of Jewish history

** Winner of a National Jewish Book Award
** USA Today Bestseller!

TBE



SOUP AND STUDY

Exploring mitzvot,
tzedakah and gimmilut
hasidim: how these
values can guide us
today
JOIN FOR A DELICIOUS DINNER AND STUDY AND
DISCUSSION OF JEWISH TEXTS

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15TH * 5:30-7:00PM
TEMPLE BETH EL

PLEASE RSVP TO THE OFFICE SO WE HAVE ENOUGH FOOD!
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Save the Date!!

8th Annual Dinner & Auction

Augusta Civic Center North Wing
Saturday, November 3, 2018

Cash Bar | Dinner | Live Auction | Dessert Auction | 50/50 Raffle

Maine Humorist Gary Crocker will host the event
Auction preview starts a 5 pm, Buffet at 6 pm with Live Auction to follow
$40 per ticket, $300 for a table of 8
Tickets available at:

The Augusta Food Bank or 207.622.5225

Augusta Food Bank | 161 Mt. Vernon Ave Augusta, ME 04330 207.622.5225

Augusta School Board
Meeting on the Religious

Accommodation Blicy
7:00pm,Wednesday November 14
CityCouncil Chamber@ City Hall
16 Cony StreefAugusta

For the past year, members of Beth El in
Action have worked to get the Augusta
School Board to pass a policypgot major
religious holidays on the school calendar.
Weinvite all TBE members even if you
R2y Qd f A @xSto ditghd thislza dz&
meeting to show the board that many
people support this important policplease
email Rabbi Asch for more details.

Volunteers Needed
F2NJ ! RRA

Would you like to help oust Addie's Attic
on Tuesday afternoons between 12:30 an
2:00 PM? Beginning December 18, we n§g
one person to work at the chegh desk. In
addition, we could use a few people to be
available on an oall basis in case a

person working regularly can'bme in

Addie's Attic is in Emmanuel Lutheran
Episcopal Church, 209 Eastern Avenue,
Augustalf you'd like to help or if you have
questions, please call Sue Offer at ZI4
4402.
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Saturday, November 10, 2018
6:00 - 8:00pm

Cony High School

60 Pierce Dr.,, Augusta

MUSIC

by Jawad Al-Fatlawi

POETRY

by Kifah Abdulla

00D

Refreshments following
the performance

apital Area New Mainers Praject




What 6s happening at TBE

84 recipes of Jewish deliciousnessadd yours!
Help us complete the TBE Cookbook

By Stacey Katz
Help us completéhe TBE cookbook, whiatill be sold as a fundraiser for the shul. What a wonderful w
to capture our holiday and synagogue celebrations! We will also have it available online.

We currently have84 recipes, and we need at least double that amountoli yould like to contribute
recipes, you can enter them into an online cookbook template yourself! | will send you the password
the program. You can also send the recipes to mevatsmom207@gmiécom. Our categories are
Shabbat, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, Sukkot/Shavuot, Chanukah, Purim, Pesach, Potluck Fa
Member Memoriesand Desserts.

Please contribute! We are especially in need of recipes for Sukkot/Shavuétuaimd. Many more reipes

would be welcome in these categories, as well as the others, but no more challah or honey cake rec
please!lf you have forgotten whether you provided a recipe, or want to be sure your recipe is listed,
complete list of contributors (with rége titles)2 y G KS ySEG LI 3Sd 5258y Qi

Shabbat in the Wild
January 19

Interfaith Martin Luther KingJr. celebration
FSI { dzNRhyaHsededz . Q3
January 2%

The 21st annual Ice Storm Wine Tasting
February 2nd
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